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SUB J : TRIAL OF SPANISH PRIESTS 

REF: LOURENCO MARQUES A-132, T-350 (NOTAL) AND PREVIOUS 

1. RAND DAILY MAIL OF OCTOBER 24 QUOTES ATTORNEYS FOR PRIESTS 
AS SAYING THAT TRIAL HAS AGAIN BEEN POSTPONED, AND WILL 
NOT BEGIN BEFORE MID-NOVEMBER. 

2. FATHER MARTIN, DUTCH PRIEST WHO IS ONE OF THREE VISITORS 
SPANISH PRIESTS ARE ALLOWED WEEKLY, PRIVATELY BELIEVES THAT 
TRIAL WILL NEVER TAKE PLACE, AND THAT PRIESTS WILL BE QUIETLY 
EXPELLED AFTER OCTOBER 28 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. HE TOLD 
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PRIESTS WERE PREPARED TO GIVE TESTIMONY WHICH WOULD BE VERY 
EMBARRASSING TO PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT. FATHER MARTIN SAYS 
SPANISH PRIESTS ARE IN FAIRLY GOOD SPIRITS, DESPITE BEING 
KEPT IN SPEARATE SOLITARY CONFINEMENT, BUT THAT ONE OF THEM 
WAS QUITE SICK RECENTLY. 

3. COMMENT: SINCE REVIVAL OF ATROCITY STORIES WITH NEW 
ECCLESIASTICAL SUPPORT WOULD BE MOST UNWELCOME TO PORTUGUESE 
GOVERNMENT, FATHER MARTIN'S SPECULATION SEEMS QUITE PLAUSIBLE. 
VAN OSS 
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